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[A message outside of both time and space.]
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[July. HOWARD's dream, aboard a small ship sailing southward amid the
gentle sound of waves. A dazzling array of unfamiliar constellations appears

Scene 1a: First Dream
Sailing Under Strange Stars

above and around everything. We remain here for what seems like a long time.]

senza misura

" N 9
A mf v (evenly) 2 2
| - —
Sg 1 g 12 & - v [ ] O O
: <D = [ ) ° s—o—*
o
Dream-ing, when Dawn's Left Hand was in  the sky... Ooh...
senza misura \ .
A mf V (evenly) 2 2
Sg 2 —é;—i?—. > ® [ ] © O
‘ <D = ) ® s—o—*
3]
Dream-ing, when Dawn's Left Hand was in  the sKy... Ooh...
senza misura Y .
A mf‘ v (evenly) ' 2 2
p” A & —
. _ﬁ_b—. bk & O O
Sg.3 :8)\/ 2 [ ) ® T —
Dream-ing, when Dawn's Left Hand _Was , “in  the sky... Ooh...
senza misura
Hw. | © 73
~N
woods.
n n
A senza misura —2 2"
P’ A
B.1 Hfes
ANIV4 [0 ]
S— >\—/ S~— S—
mf
[The gentle sound of waves]
2 alla misura J =(60 p
_ f) | ; | [
o | | | | A | | |
Se. 1 | —a = 5 —a e s
ooh... (etc.)
2 allaymisura J.: 60 ¥
| N
— ] N I A
Se.2 |t — - ——F— ——F—
- = . . —
v \_/
I ooh... (etc.)
> alla misura «.= 60 P p ’
n — I ] | I 2
0 [ 7] | | |
se. 3 | — s —
\%) I I ~—~— — )
v
ooh... (etc.)
)
B.1 s
ANV
Q) ~——




Scene 1a: First Dream

13

13

o)

sailed

and

call - ing,

south

the

heard

1

(D)

AR

|| e
L ul
-
HEL I8
LHU’
k|
- T 2 :
% L 7 g
k=
< N -
A H e Wm\ =
\
&=
2
lHU. B
- <
~ 2
I Ik E
a i -8
"l .,
L |||' m
/ 5
=
z
Pran
L)
~ o
L 1Y | |
MI
|
i _J S
| da |
N NG N q 7
La)
nwo %uo an) m

Sg. 1

B.1



Sg. 1

Sg. 2

Sg. 1

Sg. 2

Scene 1a: First Dream

12
_ 0 N . -
P’ A ] A I I ] A ]
oy ——= i - — i o  — ;i
I P o o
Q) I ~__ Y v
12
o) .
p” A | A
Y 4 h I [ 7] ] \ I [ 7] I (7] f A
@ L | /i =| {\\ | /i : | Vi I i ]
S~—" .‘. //
\/ \_//
12 2
A l-‘ 2 2 2 r§ 2
] II’ I ] I d ]
?ﬁ = = =
\_/
—_ /\
- - - v - - ~ \ — ,
rax & r — > @
—Je | @
—
=
end - less - ly and lan - guor - - - - -
o)
b’ 4
Y 4
[ fan
ANIV ([ @]
3]
repeat as needed
15 cresc. last time only =~ —_
_ £ | ,
P’ A ] I A ] I I
oy —e— —7 et — ] ¥ :
repeat as needed
15 A cresc. last time only _
p” A f
y AN | (7] | A | [ 7] | . | [ 7] \ .
o?——1—1— F——— : — i :
o) o > o o -y v ] o
repeat as needed
cresc. last time only 9
Is 5 ) e
n [— 2 2_— J—
AT 7% —— —— .
- I I e | 0
T —
QS) > —
ooh...
g ’ sing last time only
s = > O - o o s
J—= : :
N
ous - ly un - der
's)
P4
¥ 4 . v
| an . O
v (€] €]




Sg. 1

Sg.2

Sg. 1

Sg. 2

(]

Scene 1a: First Dream

18 n n
A ’mf close to "m ‘
P’ A f N |
g h X | | | - y 2 17 |
o ——— > -
[y, & v - —
S
Stra - - -| nge (mmm). Ooh...
18 A mf close to "m"
p” A
Y 4\ h X f 3 P—
[ an WL | | |
ANV | | |
QJ i.w‘-kmm a’-
>
Stra - - -| nge (mmm).
18 A mf close to "m" 7
P’ AN | | P 7
G — : = — = ——
ANV 1 e o | 1 | 1 |
'8) T > b e |4 T —
Stra - - -| nge (mmm). Ooh... (etc.) —
alla misura J =600
18 L‘>. — .
| L }9 }9 = =0
hdl OO X | | | =
— } } } }
- } }
strange stars.
alla misura J =60
18 A dampen suddenly
b’ 4
7 - - ™ -
[ M an Y
ANV
0y
22 repeat until IE' 23
)
P’ Al | |
y AW . | & | 0
| an Y . 0
ANV 0
Py} = S
22 — (ete)— 7Asénza misura
f)
p” A
Z 5 v -
'm Vv I L |
SV -‘I- - o
e 4 5 - - e T
repeat until IEI It's a strange cour-age, its a strange
22 23
|
| an WL | | .I1 .
\\%)V ! | |
22 A repeat until IEI 23
P’ A |
y 4N o | v
| fan . | .
ANV Je
Q) ~—




Sg. 1

Sg. 2

Sg. 3

Sg. 1

Sg. 2

B.1

Sg. 1

Scene 1a: First Dream

— ﬁ
b
0 i V
- !
I\M\} L r J ._‘_[L()—'_.
Py) » = C — o o &
cour - age, it's a strange cour - age you give me an -  cieng
e
\$
]
= 9 1 | — | I | — | I A
(> — — ' o — m— RS &
SU i ¢ i . d_l_‘_i > i
J — T —— S
(ooh...) (etc.)
Iy alla misura J =60
o] 2 . .
p” A | | ] ]
y AW | | | | y X0 -
[ 2o WL i o o D PN
) o o o
Q) -
star.
24 -
i — —— = —— 7
[ an WL ] ] Vi ] ] T ] |
\\?V ! 1 | ! 1 | I
(ooh...) (etc.)
9 | | |
y 4N | | |
[ fan | | |
ANV o - 2
Y
[As dawn eventually approaches the stars begin a gradual fade until a single
bright star neasthe hotizon is all that remains in the orange-pink pre-dawn.]
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Scene 1b-1: Recitative

[The Bright residence. HOWARD, groggy, moves into the kitchen,
where SONIA is preparing breakfast. The faucet is dripping.]
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Scene 1b-1: Recitative
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Scene 1b-1: Recitative
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Scene 1b-1: Recitative
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Scene 1b-1: Recitative
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18 Scene 1b-1: Recitative
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Scene 1b-1: Recitative
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attacca 1b: The Plumtree
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Scene 1b-2: The Plumtree

text derived from "The Widow's Lament in Springtime"
by William Carlos Williams

[SONIA moves outside, admiring and adjusting the garden. ]
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Scene 1b-2: The Plumtree
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Scene 2a: Second Dream
Underground River Barge

[Three months later, October. HOWARD's dream, aboard a modest river barge drifting lazily through
a dark and spacious underground cavern. A dim purple light dots the far end of the tunnel, which gradually
grows nearer and brighter with time. Water droplets from the cavern’s ceiling imitate a gentle rain.]
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[After some time, the barge exits the cavern and comgs\to r€st in a secret world
of subterranean twilight. In the distance, rows of trges\emit a soft electric glow.
The meandering path ahead is lined with rose bu$hes in perpetual full bloom.]
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Scene 2b: Recitative

[The faucet is dripping. HOWARD watches it, annoyed. Frustrated,
he attempts to turn it off while still in bed, but it is just out of reach.
While he is awkwardly stretched out, The NURSE enters and turns
on the lights. Embarrassed, HOWARD lies back down.]
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[HOWARD indicates the sink. She pauses,
finally hearing it drip. She tightens the handle,
then returns to take his blood pressure. ]
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Scene 2b: Recitative

[DR. GREENE enters. |

Ol Ul A
| SS Vel
O.D m
i e o
. . 0
ol ¥ B S 4 |
= B3]
_ Ul & /
~l -
LY L |
%H__ _ g [
_ oLl 2
oon |
1 -k.
L 8
" =
1 _ .'II -
'l
Q| | m « Lu 2 [ o ]
o olll < 'df
Ol Ol Q|
. )
T 2N YH S
] ~
“ ' o el (1
% —Te
w| | .
/ ! Q]
9 L
. o 1 { TmNg IMJ
§im k=) I N
m 9|
P
9|
| 11 en
I ;
-
= =
= i 1 i~
5
B 3y Y| puw B=
= i v L v va = vi va L VA L vi va
A I I e N . NDe . N
% 2 = i< i)
z o = S >

F T
1 , | M.
$
e S N
3} 1 1
(™5
| HTe 2
_. N NS 1 ¢
Q!
N ...H_M—
Ll a
8
5
—.,-w . ] | |
- =)
=
e
Z .
T = T
e 2
= | |
9] N
9
] =
.ob I i I
St
m
Hu 8
fMJ ] M Nt ~t .
I~ ol L IR L QO
o / \ /
(0]
— el 3
=
“| ol 2
ﬁ o
2
=)
[ 1 8
\ J &
I ~ .
\ [ 1A )
o g Oy ol
IMJ L\IH' w @l h H
i M el ll s
i~ ‘.II. ™| A
p=e B R== = =
B o Y
ool N .
6hlnm @ © ﬂ.ll 6hlnm © m\\v )
a an - O >



Scene 2b: Recitative

46

30

111 . |‘
L[ =
T ]
2 L
. [ 1
i .
LHH1 l.m A
M/
NP el
o [N
yan &
V o
2
|| o i i
o
=3 L]
w
L] @ e
= H--
T g o a1
» B
=
T
9]
~ | ]|
A
m i |
v E
A
||.f W. i
4] ©n
. v = dd
I~ 1
MI
o~
L ()
an | m
<
ol g !
[ 1 —
[ 1 S
g .
1 [ 1 =
= 1))
Y B -y -y
It FLn I Y
N oo oo
NG . N&o o o
e} rd o
X z E E
A i @) >

v %
Q
s
2 $TOA
an -
g
! NIMLILE
3
] 5 i
& = LN S~
ol &
) 2
| <
£
(1 &
[ 1 w i~
3
°
i~ [ 1 W i~ N
'Y kS
[}
O Q g On o/
e =
1T 7 [y 2 TreTee (Y
I.‘ ch,. Pan =
R TN o
B > eEd
i
e 2 K W it
] <
H S
Q
- m |||-
[T [a]
| I oy
1 E
© | |
1] 2
on
i =
il §s
on
" g
g 1
pew Y Rew XY
gy gLiLy By gLv
e X o
hlnm < n. hlnm\ - n./
\ N \ o
X = 5 g
a = S >




47

Scene 2b: Recitative

> 4
= 1 tu{c ([ YR
7 ~ » 1
8 ul
| = N
o
o2
5
! X
| =
E o
e}
(=]
<
HE = el YO, TR
A
=]
(]
(]
e}
o
N~ > v p
oy AL T n#._.o T
-— MI
| 2 any e X | fell
2 g
5
| . S
QU |w m
4
Q] ,w A NP N2
>~
On Onl
2
oN| & N T e
ah g x| /
\
(o]
lHU' m
o L1
s A R I
Ryl £
i % = N
m o[ i~y \BLJL) lol@ll]
50 ER=
TTY S NP iR
2 oM
N E a i i [ el %S
= _ g
puw Rew mew puw -l
L VA = vi va XL
A e NG N .
) { o) ) o (
A e - O =

40

9
A N
N2 [ 18 TN
LY
Q]
H o o T
Paml
q
N
[ HEN Q] BEL)
A o i
HI m QL]
G PR | & Eiy
o«
~ Vs
q SN
N
i~ [ 18 BEL)
(Y| 157
.'ll . . .
ol d i TTe
_Xu Einy
Pall
S
Q] Q| BEL)
A « Bis
|H m Q]
% < L - i
B ”Uvb - f |‘v
L) =
ul
)
(10 2
=
. g LIS R
- I
H <
I 2
e T ([ YH
o 2 TN
%Y pew B
L v va m i v N N
N SN NI ALG
2 = = S
o = S >




Scene 2b: Recitative

48

43

e
T on.
o
| | -~
i~ N |
o
5
[+
>
g
[y E NT®
[ 1 =2
1 =
L 1 < N
N | {]
9[9] a 0]
L E
o
b ] .W I~
N2
w..lu % LR \J
M/
° e e
>
£
5
| YEEN V <
2
=
{ 18 # e
YIRS
.rugm Anv fsfmJ
BE= B B A=
LYY = vi va L v Y
N 361 N o - N
NI = (
B S
T >

46

&
<
=}
-~
=
o
an
g
= (1
w
e
— <
=
= L
: |y
o
5
M = =
]
<
~—
(]
&, .
3 (1 (18
[&]
N =
Om T
N \
+~
]
1 an
o
i >
=
o i
Y M
s
o [ 1 \
~lau - el ~lau
E
THE - [ 1
=
| | <
>
" &
=
| {] s . i
8
L] -
<
=) 4
al =)
]
o
2]
wn
2
=]
L
N L1
B Y mw
ang it ant
N ™ N
N ) N p
~ ) ~ ~
2 S
an >




49
g & ¢ 4 4 4
I know it's not whatgwou

1N

RJE

IH |
of-fice!
fe

L

LJAN

P | by o

Scene 2b: Recitative

you keep me out of my
o

- e

L
al o wilh il DY
win-dow for ev'-ry week
49 .
L 4 =
A

49
49

Hw.
Gtr.

- I ]
P2l
F-IoNAr ]

o oo 4

and I'll come by in a few min-utes___ to dis-cuss our

o &

arco

mp

[ 7]

[SONIA énters, holding an attractive,
time,

homemade flower arrangement. ]

f

Take Jsome

m

1
L=
want-ed to hear.

49
e #
Al - I
52
o
- I
52
ra ..
hdl [N IV

Vlie.
FL
Vlic.



eee

e

’_3_|

I wish you wouldn't make jokes.

__?v

D

e

Scene 2b: Recitative

Howdo you like my new a-part-ment?

F

1\

v v
op-tions.
Lv.

[DR. GREENE and the NURSE exit.]

A Pl ]
H &t
P’ A PNl

-
hl O IONAT
P’ - Pl ]

a7,
p” A" PNl

55

55
rax

55

50
Hw.

too.

It's af-ter noon.__

ing to you,

T

Fo

Good morn

[ @]

[SONIA arpanges the flowers.
HOWARD grows impatient. |

These are foryyou.

" A Pl ]
- !
bl OO -T2
il 7 - S

[ an

|
ANV

58

FL

Sn.
Hw.



51

Scene 2b: Recitative

Wz
J: i
] 7 On NL L)
~
>
- <
w
H —
2
3
3 ~y
- . (o]
k=)
in =
S
| | 5
=
W ole .
I~ 1 THN
N
9
a4 ] i L]
kel
S
N
z
Y 9 i~
jan
(o] -—
. i
o 21
.-Ii_ M
»
3
L I
s £
[3=)
L w
L) <
P =
L o
b 2 il
1 3
N
9] 9
L | _ -
LY 11 fiv
| E |
E= Exe Exe
et 1 Xy
oo Ny
N ~ (o] I\
N ( o
= 3 g

r e

N B B N B e B N

What did she mean by op-tions?

fHut

p” A - Nl

Deciding whether I leave to-day or to-

doesn't have a clue.

>

~

o #TTe

b=
L L o
<
] < _
(IT o
] g
2
= B y
o
Pa X - u _6
Y v
T e o
4
N e A
\ [1® \
ﬂ/.
ﬁ 5
N Nh || N
=
-—:I | ™ QW 1] ™
i K /& H AR |1/
o
% | g o W
% ()
+ =
N
L B = =
- N o
A = v a LN NLL) i~
pa=
=
L =
z
O
L m ’A -
e
e
>
(]
=
=
g o
(18 ) WK |
b | W N
VIS
]
A 3 .
1IRE B
m L)
pivivs pLuiy pinas pivivs Y
- - = = == = = =
B B= = B= I3
A v L v = vi Y3 = i v FLvivd
AN y o
N ™~ -I 7hl 7hlﬂ \\U ~ ﬂ-l
o ( o ) S o (
an) © >



Scene 2b: Recitative

52

[SONIA sits near HOWARD.]
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[DR. GREENE sits to detail the treatment options.

The focus shifts to the lobby, where SONIA is on the phone.]
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Scene 3a: Third Dream
Recurring Valley

[Three months later, January. HOWARD’s dream, traversing a lush valley whose
steep walls enclose its narrow path. The trees shine with a strange, dull-gold color.
The scenery passes fluidly, as though HOWARD were floating just off the ground. ]
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[As the trees continue to pass by, an imposing stone wall green witl ivy*dppears ahead and
stretches endlessly to either side. Piercing this wall is a locked bgonze“gate, small and
unadorned. This gate explicitly suggests the end goal of some Teng and arduous journey.]
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attacca 3b: Recitative 1
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Scene 3b-1: Recitative 1

[HOWARD?’s dream is interrupted by the sounds of the hospital room. The faucet is dripping.
The NURSE is performing regular room maintainance. HOWARD is half-asleep.]
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Scene 3b-2: Dreaming Is Not Living
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Scene 4a-1: Fourth Dream 1 v

Dream City and the Three Sages

[Three months later, April. HOWARD's dream, in some abandoned dream-city, clearly in the vicinity of the
recurring golden valley. Somewhere in this city — possibly in an intimate room or in an open public space —
HOWARD discovers and reads some ancient writings about the bronze gate. Three DREAM SAGES;
though not physically present with HOWARD, appear and communicate these writings. ]
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Scene 4a-1: Fourth Dream 1
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Scene 4a-2: The Garden of Perpetuity

Tranquil J: 52
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Scene 4a-2: The Garden of Perpetuity
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Scene 4a-2: The Garden of Perpetuity
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Scene 4a-2: The Garden of Perpetuity
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Scene 4a-2: The Garden of Perpetuity
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Scene 4a-3: Fourth Dream 2
Dream City and the Three Sages
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Scene 4a-4: You Begin a Descent
(Round and Round and Round)
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Scene 4a-4: You Begin a Descent (Round and Round and Round)
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Scene 4a-4: You Begin a Descent (Round and Round and Round)
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Scene 4b-1: Recitative 1

[The faucet drips. SONIA has been keeping watch for days. HOWARD wakes, gravely
ill yet energized. With much effort, HOWARD moves from the bed toward the sink.]
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Sakyong Mipham Rinpoche
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Guitar Pérformance Notes:

1. A, Artificial Harmonics

27" IJH. = Tapped Harmonics

While fretting the indicated string, plucking hand lightly touches the node at the indicated fret

Plucking hand taps sharply and briefly on strings I & II at the indicated fret

“Night in Kalapa” by Sakyong Mipham Rinpoche,
from Snow Lion's Delight: 108 Poems (Halifax, N.S.: The Kalapa Court, 2005).
Used by permission.
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Scene 4b-3: Recitative 2
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[HOWARD laughs, which
23 I turns into a violent cough.]
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[SONIA sits back down and they both begin to doze.]
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Final Dream: Oblivion

[HOWARD drifts off to sleep. His valley dream begins to meld with time-lapsed tableaux of the physical
world. Likewise, the other characters transition fluidly between their physical world characters and their
DREAM CHORUS counterparts. HOWARD is in the process of dying. The tableaux begin.]

senza misura

—f |
y D ly\
Sg. | |HesPb 5
ANV D
o .
senza misura
H | .
A
Sg. 2 (e 05
ANIV4 L
Q) .
A senza misura
P A |I7 Ib
Sg. 3 |HesP15
I
senza misura 12" f . ’—H7_| )
)b+ : Ib= | i"‘; : :
Hw 751 d 4 ®* Do
L L) J ll‘,\ —
A senza misura If Teed things to fall a - part.—_
-
p” A
B.1 |Hes
ANV
) .
senza misura 12"
" ) dampen suddenly
A . > >
> © 72
B- 2 [ M an ) PN
o
niente f
senza misura
)
B.3 |
Clie) D
m b
i b / 2
o .
Dream-ing, dream-ing,
m, b
0 o b A
Y 4 h [V e by
Sg. 3 '\'8?" L) 4 qy ’_!
" Dreamving,
. v - be o
)b e e i —
Hw. A P—e—7—eo—eo iy TH &
l\ ¥ D h T= gl 'qv
I want things to fall a - part.—
L /)
7
B.1 |H7s
ANIV
dampen suddenly m
e —
B.2 |Hfes— s
ANIV
<o)



140

Scene 4c-1: Final Dream 1
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[The NURSE summons DR. GREENE.]
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[DR. GREENE and the NURSE continue their
efforts as the hospital room fades to black.]
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Scene 4¢-2: I Fall Asleep in the
Samuel Butler Full and Certain Hope

[A small, private funeral ceremony appears. TARA is absent, having recently given birth.
SONIA sits as PHILIP reads a remembrance. ]
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Scene 4¢-3: Final Dream 2

Final Dream: Oblivion

[The backyard garden appears, SONIA tending to it. Simultaneously, in silent
silhouette, PHILIP appears at his home holding TARA, who holds their infant daughter.]
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Sorrow Is My Own Yard

Scene 4c¢c-4:

William Carlos Williams

"The Widow's Lament in Springtime"
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Scene 4c¢-4: Sorrow Is My Own Yard
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Final Dream: Oblivion
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